
MEMORIES OF EARLIEST CHRISTIANITY 

6 DAY TOUR ITINERARY* 

 

DAY 1 

Meeting at the airport, transfer to the hotel and check-in.  

You will start the first steps of your Pilgrimage from Katoghike Holy Mother of God Church and Zoravor  Surb 
Astvatsatsin Churches, both dating back 13th century, situated in the centre of Yerevan. 

               

To get acquainted with the capital of Armenia, we will have a City Tour in Yerevan - one of the oldest continuously 

inhabited cities in the world and the only one that has a "Birth Certificate" at the Erebuni Fortress - a cuneiform 

inscription left by King Argishti I on a basalt stone slab about the foundation of the city in 782 BC. Yerevan is often 

pegged as the "Pink City" because of the colour of the stone used to build much of the city centre. Another name of 

Yerevan is "Open-air Museum", the reason of which you will understand upon your visit. 

           

We will start the City tour from visiting Cascade Monument. Mega scale staircase is 500 meters high and 50 meters 

wide. From the top of the monument opens up a breathtaking city view with Opera House, Mount Ararat, Swan Lake, 
Republic Square and Northern Avenue  around, which you will also walk along during the tour. 

We will also visit Matenadaran, which means a "book-depository" in old Armenian. Indeed, Matenadaran is the pride 

of Armenian culture, the world's largest storage of ancient manuscripts. In fact, it is a scientific research institute of 

ancient manuscripts which stores more than 17 thousand ancient manuscripts and more than 100 thousand ancient 

archival documents. 

Welcome dinner  to feel the taste of Traditional Armenian cuisine.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erebuni_Fortress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuneiform
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Argishti_I_of_Urartu


DAY 2 

Today you will start your Pilgrimage in the most ancient cathedral and Mother Church of Armenia and the oldest 

Christian cathedral around the world - Etchmiadzin (UNESCO), built between 301 and 303 AD. The place where the 

Cathedral sits is not an occasional one. Armenia's patron saint Gregory the Illuminator had a vision of Jesus 

Christ descending from heaven and striking the earth with a golden hammer to show where the cathedral should be 

built. Hence, the patriarch gave the Church the name Etchmiadzin which translates to "the Descent of the Only-

Begotten".  

As the seat of the Catholicos of All Armenians, the Cathedral protects miraculous relics of the Armenian Church - 

the Lance, the hand of St. Gregory the Illuminator, the hand of the Apostle Thaddeus, a finger of St. Jude, a drop of 

St. Hripsime's blood, many more.   

    

 

Our next stop will be one of the most mysterious places of Armenia - Yereruyk Temple (UNESCO). It is situated near the 

Anipemza village on the bank of river Akhurian, which defines the frontier with Turkey, about 5 km southeast of 

the Armenian last capital Ani in Western Armenia (nowadays Turkey). The building was built on the same site of the 

pagan temple in the 4-5th centuries. The name "Yereruyk" was derived from the Armenian word "yereral - երերալ" 

which means to quiver. When you look at it from distance it seems that the temple is quivering due to the 

construction of the building and the architectural style. One of the most gorgeous architectural gems ever is half-

ruined nowadays.  

Later we will drive to Armenia’s second largest city Gyumri, which is one of the most ancient settlements in Armenia 

with the history of 3000 years. We will walk to explore this wonderful city with outstanding architecture, 

astonishing spirit and  amazing talented people.   

Overnight in Gyumri. 

  

DAY 3 

 

Today we will drive from Gyumri to Mastara village, where we will hike and visit several ancient churches - V 

century Armenian Church of St. Hovhannes,  Church of St. Stepanos Nakhavka, which sits on a hilltop and the small 

medieval Tukh Manuk Church. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gregory_the_Illuminator
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_Christ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_Christ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ani
https://www.thecrazytourist.com/15-best-places-to-visit-in-armenia/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_St._John,_Mastara


          

Visit churches in Talin and Akunk  villages – home to several ancient churches  and remains of fortresses. 

DAY 4 

Since early morning we will head to Aragatsotn province, rich  of ancient churches, situated atop a steep gorge 

carved by the Kasagh river, and at slopes of Mount Ara and Mount Aragats. We will visit the IV century Kasagh 

Basilica, formally known as the Holy Cross Church of Aparan. In the neighbouring village Lusagyugh we will visit the 

remains of Karmir vank  of V century. We will continue our way to Astvatsynkal Monastery of the IV century. 

     

We will meet the Sunset at Odzun Monastery of IV-VII century. Historical village of Odzun situated high above 

Debed Gorge on a plateau in Lori Province of Armenia attracts architecture and nature lovers with its architectural 

monuments from different centuries and glorious landscapes. 

Overnight in Odzun. 

DAY 5 

We will start our day by hiking around Odzun village and visiting the ruins of Tsiranavor - Tsaghkavank Church of V 

century.  Locals say the name of the church came from its healing power in curing smallpox disease. 

http://blog.wandelion.com/souvenirs-armenia/


  

After we will drive to St. Mesrop Mashtots Church built in V century in Oshakan where the grave of St.Mesrop 

Mashtots - the inventor of the Armenian alphabet in 405 AD is located. Thus, it is one of Armenia's 

major pilgrimage sites. Pilgrims also visit the Church on the Feast of the Holy Translators.  

DAY 6 

You will end your Pilgrimage in one of the most sacred places of Armenia - Khor Virap, where patron Saint  and the 

first official head of the Armenian Apostolic Church, Gregory the Illuminator  (257 – 331 AD) was imprisoned for 13 

years. You will enjoy the magnificent view of Sacred Mount Ararat from the closest location.  

 

Transfer to the airport and departure! 

Let your covenant be fulfilled! 

 * - Depending on your arrival and departure time, the schedule may have some changes. Besides, we always take into 

consideration your preferences, so the itinerary can be customized due to them.   

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mesrop_Mashtots
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mesrop_Mashtots
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenian_alphabet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pilgrimage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Translators
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenian_Apostolic_Church

