
40 CHURCHES IN 7 DAYS 

7 DAY TOUR ITINERARY* 

 

DAY 1 

Meeting at the airport, transfer to the hotel and check-in.  

The first steps of your Pilgrimage will start from Katoghike Holy Mother of God  and 

Zoravor  Surb Astvatsatsin Churches, both dating back to the XIII century, situated in the 

centre of Yerevan. 

                                     

To get acquainted with the capital of Armenia, we will have a City Tour in Yerevan - one of 

the oldest continuously inhabited cities in the world and the only one, that has a "Birth 

Certificate" - a cuneiform inscription, left by King Argishti I on a basalt stone slab about the 

foundation of the city in 782 BC, displayed at the Erebuni Fortress-Museum. Yerevan is 

often pegged as the "Pink City" because of the colour of the stones used to build much of the 

city centre. Another name of Yerevan is an "Open-air Museum", the reason of which you 

will understand upon your visit. 

           

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuneiform
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Argishti_I_of_Urartu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erebuni_Fortress


We will start the City tour from visiting Cascade Monument which is about 450 meters high 

and 50 meters wide. A panoramic view from the top of Cascade opens up a breathtaking city 

view with Opera House, Mount Ararat, Swan Lake, Republic Square and posh Northern 
Avenue,   along which you will walk down during the tour. 

We will also visit Matenadaran, which means a "book-depository" in old Armenian. Indeed, 

Matenadaran is the pride of Armenian culture, the world's largest storage of ancient 

manuscripts. In fact, it is a scientific research institute of ancient manuscripts which stores 

more than 17 thousand ancient manuscripts and more than 100 thousand ancient archival 

documents. 

              

Welcome dinner  to feel the taste of Traditional Armenian cuisine.  

   

DAY 2 

We will meet the sunrise in one of the most sacred places of Armenia - Khor Virap, where 

the patron Saint  and the first official head of the Armenian Apostolic Church Gregory the 

Illuminator  (257 – 331 AD) was imprisoned for 13 years. You will enjoy the magnificent 

view of Holy Mount Ararat from the closest location.  

       

We will continue our way by seldom used, but indescribable nice road from Ararat to 

Kotayk province of Armenia visiting medieval church on the way, around the ancient 

capitals of Armenia – Artashat and Dvin. 

Our next stop will be a medieval church in the ancient village Garni. Here, if you like, we 

can also visit the  Pagan Temple Garni  - the only one survived in Transcaucasia, built in the 

I century A.D.  

We will meet the Sunset at the ancient Armenian cliff-cut Geghard Monastery (UNESCO), 

partly carved in the mountain. Though the monastery has been built before the 4th century, 

the main cathedral was built in 1215.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenian_Apostolic_Church


DAY 3 

Starting early in the morning we will head to Aragatsotn province, rich by ancient churches, 

situated atop a steep gorge carved by the river Kasakh and at slopes of Mount Ara and 

Mount Aragats.  

We will visit Saint George's Monastery of Mughni, XIII century Monasteries - 
Hovhannavank and Saghmosavank. Literally Saghmosavank means Monastery of spiritual 

songs - Psalms voiced here. According to tradition, the first Armenian Catholicos Grigory 

the Illuminator noticed this place from the top of Mount Aragats in the IV century, came 

here and built this church. Then, by gathering clergymen in the same place, he taught them 

psalms. And indeed, this monastic complex has wonderful acoustics. Next, we will visit VII 

century St. Amenaprkich Church of Artashavan. 

      

Our next stop will be the IV century Kasakh Basilica in Aparan, formally known as 

the Holy Cross Church. 

We will continue our way through a mountainous road and meet Sunset between the Holy 

Mountains Ararat and Aragats. 

Overnight in Amberd. 

 

 

 

 

DAY 4 

  

 

After starting our day from meeting the Sunrise at slopes of Saint Mountains you will 

continue your pilgrimage hiking to the VII century Amberd  Fortress  on the slopes of 

Mount Aragats and Vahramashen Surb Astvatsatsin Church. 



Continuing the hiking at Byurakan, which is the home to Byurakan Observatory and 

several historical sites, we will visit the VII century Artavazik Church, the X century 

Basilica of Saint Hovhannes  and remains of some medieval chapels. 

   

We will meet the Sunset at XIII century Tegher Monastery and visit the remains of a Tukh 
Manuk  funerary chapel of the V century. 

Overnight in Amberd. 

 

DAY 5 

 

You will continue your pilgrimage visiting the ruins of Saint Sargis Monastery (VII - XIII 

centuries), and remains of an Iron Age fortress. We will hike a bit around Parpi village, 

which is home to several churches of  V - VII centuries. 

Our next stop will be in Agarak – one of the oldest large man-made structures carved into 

stone, dating to the Early Bronze Age, the earliest in the Caucasus. We will visit the remains 

of the V century Church of Agarak. 

                  

We will continue our Pilgrimage through hiking in ancient town Ashtarak  and visiting 

churches of V - VII centuries. 
Some sightseeing also awaits us - old bridge, baths and watermill. 

Overnight in Yerevan. 



DAY 6 

 

Today we will continue our pilgrimage in Kotayk Province and will visit village Bjni, which 

is home to several VII-XIII century churches. After we will hike to Bjni fortress  dating back 

around IX-X centuries.  

 

  
 

After we will visit the remains of medieval church in Argel . In Karenis village we will visit 

VII century Basilica Church and the Monastery of the Matthew Apostle  on the steep gorge 

carved by the Hrazdan river. 

Overnight in Yerevan. 

DAY 7 

Today we will visit VII century Zvartnots Cathedral  (UNESCO) - the place of celestial 

angels.  

 

You will finish your Pilgrimage in the most ancient cathedral and Mother Church of 

Armenia and the oldest Christian cathedral around the world - Etchmiadzin (UNESCO), 

built between 301 and 303 AD. The place where the Cathedral sits is not an occasional one. 

Armenia's patron saint Gregory the Illuminator had a vision of Jesus Christ descending from 

heaven and striking the earth with a golden hammer to show where the cathedral should be 

built. Hence, the patriarch gave the Church the name Etchmiadzin which translates as "The 

Descent of the Only-Begotten".  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gregory_the_Illuminator
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_Christ


    

As the seat of the Armenian Catholicos of All Armenians, the Cathedral protects miraculous 

relics of the Armenian Church - the Lance, the hand of St. Gregory the Illuminator, the 

hand of the Apostle Thaddeus, a finger of St. Jude, a drop of St. Hripsime's blood, many 

more.  

Transfer to airport and departure. 

Let your covenant be fulfilled! 

 * - Depending on your arrival and departure time, the schedule may have some changes. 

Besides, we always take into consideration your preferences, so the itinerary can be 

customized due to them.   

 


